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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to phone interview on 6/4/2007 . 

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2.4-9.11-19 and 21-24 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mark L. Watson (Reg. No. 46,322) on 6/4/2007. 

This application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Cancel claims 3, 10 and 20 without prejudice. 
Replace claim 1, 9 and 18 as follows. 



Claim 1 : 

A method comprising: 

forwarding a first list of hardware registers from a device driver to a first 
security module upon initializing a the device driver «p©« at startup of a computer 
system; 
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forward i ng a first l ist of hardwar e r e gist e rs from the d e v i co dr i v e r to a first 
s e cur i ty modu le ; 

verifying, at the first security module, a digital signature of the device 

driver; 

storing the first list of hardware registers; 
receiving video data at an application program; 

receiving a second list of hardware registers from a the device driver upon 
a first application call from the application program at the beginning of video data 
streaming : 

determining whether the first list of hardware registers matches the 
second list of hardware registers; and 

if so, streaming the video data to a video decoder 

Claim 9 : 

A computer system comprising: 

a player application that receives data content; 

a decoder that stores and decodes the data content received at the player, 
the decoder including hardware registers to store the data content; 

a driver, coupled to the decoder, that allocates the hardware registers 
within for access by the player application; and 

a first security module, coupled to the driver, that secures a first list of 
resources corresponding to the hardware registers forwarded from the driver 
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upon initializing the driver at startup of a computer system to prevent 
unauthorized access of the data content within the hardware registers ; receives a 
second list of hardware registers from the driver upon a first application call from 
the player application at the beginning of data content streaming: and verifies the 
integrity of the driver via digital signatures prior to receiving the first list of 
resources and determining whether the first list of resources corresponding to the 
hardware registers matches the second list of resources corresponding to the 
hardware registers: and if so. streaming the data content to the decoder . 

Claim 18 : 

An article of manufacture including one or more computer readable 
storage media that embody a program of instructions, wherein the program of 
instructions, when executed by a processing unit, causes the processing unit to: 

forwarding a first list of hardware registers from a device driver to a first 
security module upon initializing a the device driver upon at startup of a computer 
system; 

forwarding a f i rst li st of hardwar e r e g i st e rs from tho d e v i co dr i v e r to a f i rst 
s e curity modu le ; 

verify, at the first security module, a digital signature of the device driver; 
store the first list of hardware registers; 
receive video data at an application program; 
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receive a second list of hardware registers from a the device drive r upon a 
first application call from the application program at the beginning of video data 
streaming ; 

determine whether the first list of hardware registers matches the second 
list of hardware registers; and 

if so, stream the video data to a video decoder. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



1. Claims 1, 2, 4 - 9,11 - 19 and 21 - 24 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The above mentioned claims are allowable over prior arts because the CPA 
(Cited Prior Art) of record fails to teach or render obvious the claimed limitations in 
combination with the specific added limitations, as recited in independent claims 1 , 9 
and 18 (& associated dependent claims). 

The prior-arts fail to teach or suggest a method of forwarding a first list of 
hardware registers from a device driver to a first security module upon initializing a the 
device driver at startup of a computer system; verifying, at the first security module, a 
digital signature of the device driver; storing the first list of hardware registers and 
receiving video data at an application program; receiving a second list of hardware 
registers from the device driver upon a first application call from the application program 
at the beginning of video data streaming; determining whether the first list of hardware 
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registers matches the second list of hardware registers; and if so, streaming the video 
data to a video decoder. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Longbit Chai whose telephone number is 571-272-3788. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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